




Buena Vista Charter Township 
Electrical Specifications 

 
 

1. Electrical service must be within a minimum of 100 amp breaker panel with service 
conductors to match.  One main breaker only. 

 
2. Provide one grounded 20 amp circuit complete with receptacle for laundry facilities.  

Such receptacle shall be installed within six feet of the intended location of the laundry 
appliances. 

 
3. Provide a minimum of two grounded 20 amp circuits complete with receptacles in 

kitchen areas.  Installed in accordance with Article 210-52 of the 1993 national electric 
code, as amended and adopted by Buena Vista Charter Township.  All kitchen 
receptacles within six feet of the kitchen sink must be protected by GFCI.  All counter 
tops over twelve (12) inches wide must have a minimum of one receptacle at the counter 
top. 

 
4. Provide one GFCI protected receptacle within two feet, measured horizontally of sink in 

bathroom.  All other receptacles in bathroom, including any existing as a part of a lighted 
medicine cabinet or light fixture, shall be protected by GFCI. 

 
5. All 125 volt, single phase, 15 or 20 amp receptacles installed in the garage shall be 

protected by GFCI for protection of people. 
 

Exception #1 to A 2:  Receptacles which are not readily accessible. 
Exception #2 to A 2: Receptacles for appliances occupying dedicated space which are 
cord and plug connected in accordance with section 400-7.  A 6, A 7, or A B 
 
Receptacles installed under exceptions to sections 210-8 A 2 shall not be considered as 
meeting the requirement of section 210-52 F. 
 

6. In basements, where an unfinished basement exists, all receptacles shall be protected by 
GFCI, (at least one receptacle must be installed in an unfinished basement), receptacles 
serving the laundry appliances are not required to be GFCI protected.  A receptacle 
serving a sump pump in not required to be protected by GFCI, but must be a single 
receptacle. 

 
FPN:  The intent of this section is to permit the exemption of receptacles which are 
located specifically for appliances such as refrigerators and freezers from ground fault 
circuit interrupter protection for people. 
 

7. A minimum of two receptacles, located outside, serving ground level.  One receptacle 
located on the front of home, and the second receptacle located at the rear of the home.  
Both receptacles shall be protected by GFCI for protection of people. 

 
8. Every bedroom shall be provided with a minimum of two wall receptacles installed on 

opposite walls.  (existing homes only) 
 

9. Living rooms, family rooms and dining rooms shall have wall receptacles installed on 
each wall in accordance with article 210-52 of the 1993 national electric code, as 
amended and adopted by Buena Vista Charter Township. 



 
10. Provide a wall switch controlled light fixture, or receptacle, in each habitable room, 

bathroom, hallway, stairway, outdoor entrance, attached garage, bedrooms and kitchen. 
 

11. Provide one pull chain fluorescent fixture in each attic or under floor space, utility room 
and basement where such spaces are used or can be used for storage or where such spaces 
are designed to contain equipment requiring service.  An attic or crawl space that 
contains equipment that requires servicing must have a GFCI receptacle in the same 
space. 

 
12. Provide separate circuits, complete with properly installed conductors, disconnecting 

means and over current protection (where required), to service furnace, garbage disposal 
unit, electric range, clothes dryer and water heaters. 

 
13. All portions of the existing electrical system remaining shall be tested by the electrical 

contractor and any defective, missing, or improperly installed components, including 
conductors, receptacles, switches, cover plates, boxes, fixtures or parts of fixtures shall be 
replaced or repaired to assure safety, proper function and code compliance. 

 
14. All grounding type receptacles shall be effectively grounded in accordance with articles 

250-74, and 410-58 of the 1993 national electrical code, as amended and adopted by 
Buena Vista Charter Township. 

 
15. The entire completed electrical system shall comply with the requirements of the 1993 

national electrical code, as amended and adopted by Buena Vista Charter Township. 
 

16. Install approved smoke detectors.  Smoke detectors shall be wired to the main electrical 
source with a battery backup.  All smoke detectors shall be interconnected. 

 
Location within dwelling units:  In dwelling units, a detector shall be installed in each 
sleeping room and at a point centrally located in the corridor or area giving access to each 
separate sleeping area.  When the dwelling unit has more than one story and in dwellings 
with basements, a detector shall be installed on each floor and in the basement.  In 
dwelling units where a story or basement is split into two or more levels, the smoke 
detector shall be installed on the upper level, except that when the lower level contains a 
sleeping area, then a detector shall be installed on each level.   When sleeping room’s are 
on an upper level, the detector shall be installed on each level.  When sleeping rooms are 
on an upper level, the detector shall be placed at the ceiling of the upper level in close 
proximity to the stairway.  In dwelling units where the ceiling height of a room open to 
the hallway swerving the bedrooms exceeds that of the hallway by twenty-four (24) 
inches or more, smoke detectors shall be installed in the hallway and in the adjacent 
room.  Detectors shall sound an alarm audible in all sleeping areas of the dwelling unity 
in which they are located. 

 


